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UM CELEBRATES DIVERSITY WITH OUTDOOR CONCERTS
MISSOULA Appreciating diversity is more than recognizing that peoples and cultures differ. It means
taking an extra step to engage in discussion and learn about people who have backgrounds and
ideologies that differ from our own.
The Diversity Celebration May 9 at UM will showcase campus efforts to promote
appreciation of diversity and a sense of understanding, said Jon Stannard, the event’s coordinator.
Rus Medora, a professor of pharmacy who earned this year’s Faculty/Staff Diversity
Award, immigrated from India in 1960 and came to UM in 1967. He said he has seen UM
blossom with diversity as more women have entered the sciences as students and faculty members.
Medora also has worked to encourage foreign students and the variety o f cultures, including
American Indians, represented on campus.
"I urge every student to go and shake hands with a guy or gal who looks different," said
Medora. "Make friends and establish a dialogue to find out how we differ and how we compare."
Students at UM should have ample opportunity to learn about different cultures, since the
University has more than 400 students who represent 62 countries and virtually every continent,
said M ark Lusk, director of the Office of International Programs.
"It is important that our students take advantage o f the fact that this is a rich environment
and make friendships with (international) students," Lusk says. "As the world shrinks, we need to
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be looking not only outside of the state borders but outside of the nation’s borders for friends and
contacts."
The Diversity Celebration may be the perfect chance to make those contacts. The event will
bring three diverse performances to the mall between the University Center and Mansfield Library.
The celebration begins at 11:45 a.m . with an opening prayer by Victoria Yazzie, a Navaho
doctoral candidate. Next, a group of Mayalsian students will perform a welcoming song.
Following the performance, UM President George Dennison will give opening remarks. Next,
Pat Williams will take the stage and give a diversity speech. Williams is a former Montana
congressman and senior fellow at U M ’s Center for the Rocky Mountain West.
D eaf Moose Theatre, a deaf drama and comedy team, will share animated stories and
humor through American sign language and vocal narration. The trio performs at 1 p.m.
Blackfeet Indian singer Jack Gladstone, recording artist, songwriter and storyteller,
performs at 2 p.m.
At 3 p.m. progressive blues recording artist Andr£ Floyd and Mood Iguana perform.
Floyd is an established artist who has performed with many musical greats including Greg Allman,
John Mayall, Edgar Winters and the Fabulous Thunderbirds.
The performances highlight part of the reason that diversity is so important to UM. In his
Diversity Statement this spring, Dennison noted that "diversity engenders divisiveness as a means
to enhanced understanding."
"We need more not less diversity to accomplish our mission to discover and disseminate
knowledge, and we can succeed in that mission only if we guard jealously and zealously the basic
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freedoms of expression and association," Dennison said.
Diversity ensures a healthy institution, said Jim Marks, director of Disability Services for
Students.
"We need to make sure that everyone gets an equal opportunity to participate and
compete," Marks said. "Because the next wheelchair user or person who is deaf, blind or learning
disabled may be the person who writes the ultimate novel or cures cancer."
Gail Bruce-Sanford, visiting professor of psychology, noted that "diversity initiatives on
campus can help to encourage and foster the potential in everyone regardless of background.
"Potential that in previous times," she said, "may have been hindered by social barriers,
customs and attitudes."
In case of rainy weather the celebration will move into the University Center Food
Court area.
The Diversity Celebration is sponsored by the UM Diversity Advisory Council, Disability
Services, University Center Programming, School of Fine Arts, UM Dining Services, School of
Business Administration, School of Journalism, Dean of Students Barbara Hollmann and the UM
Excellence Fund.
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Contact: Jon Stannard, Diversity Celebration coordinator, (406) 243-2219.
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